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SUBJECT: IVORY COAST: STATE VISIT OE SOMALIA'S PRESIDENT, 
GENERAL SIYAD BARRE 

1. GENERAL SIYAD BARRE, PRESIDENT OF SOMALIA AND CURRENTLY 
PRESIDENT OF OAU, MADE A THREE-DAY STATE VISIT TO ABIDJAN 
NOVEMBER 21-23. IN HIS PUBLIC REMARKS HE HAMMERED AWAY 
AT THE BIG POWERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OE COLONIALISM, 
IMPERIALISM, NEO-COLONIALISM, RACISM AND ZIONISM. 

2. CONCERNING AFRICA, HE WELCOMED PORTUGUESE DECOLONIZATION 
BUT DEPLORED THE "POCKETS OE RACISM" IN RHODESIA AND 

SOUTH AERICA WHICH HE SAID CAN ONLY EXIST BY VIRTURE OF 
THE AID AND SUPPORT THEY GET FROM THEIR NATO FRIENDS. 

BY USING THEIR VETO ON THE EXPULSION OE SOUTH AFRICA THE 
USA, GREAT BRITAIN AND FRANCE NOT ONLY REAFEIRMED THEIR 
"ALLIANCE WITH THE DEVIL" BUT SHOWED COMPLETE DISREGARD FOR 
INTERNATIONAL OPINION AND MORALITY. 
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3. CONCERNING THE MIDDLE EAST, HE DEPLORED THE INJUSTICES 
AND HUMAN SUEEERING AND CALLED EOR EVACUATION BY ISRAEL OF 
ALL ARAB TERRITORIES OCCUPIED SINCE THE WAR OE 1967 AND 
RECOGNITION OE THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO A STATE. 

IN A SLIGHT GEOGRAPHICAL OBITUR DICTA HE SAID AERICA WILL 
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ALL LIBERATION STRUGGLES AGAINST 
IMPERLIALISM AND COLONIALISM IN "AERICA AND INDOCHINA." 

4. CONCERNING INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IN GENERAL HE 
CRITICIZED "CERTAIN WESTERN POWERS" FOR MAKING DECISIONS 
VITAL TO PEACE AND HUMAN WELFARE WITHOUT CONSULTING, AND 
SOMETIMES TOTALLY AGAINST THE OPINION OP OTHERS. CITING 
APRICA'S SUBSTANTIAL MATERIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES HE CALLED 
EOR EVER TIGHTER UNITY BETWEEN APRICAN AND ARAB STATES 
AGAINST THE CONCERT OF GREAT POWER IMPERIALISTS. AS A MEANS 
OP STRENGTHENING THE BONDS OF COMMON EXPERIENCE HE CALLED 
EOR CREATION OP PANAFRICAN COMMUNICATIONS AND TRANSPORT 
COMPANIES, A NEWS SERVICE AND EVEN AN APRICAN DEPENSE SYSTEM. 

5. PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET STAYED WITH HIS WELL KNOWN THEMES 
OP DIALOGUE, PROSPERITY, PEACE AND DIGNITY. 

6. THE PINAL COMMUNIQUE PUBLISHED IN MONDAY MORNING'S 
PRATERNITE MATIN SHOWED HEAVY IVORIAN DRAPTING. IT RECITED 
SUPPORT FOR THE OAU, ELIMINATION OF COLONIALISM AND RACISM 
IN AFRICA, DEPLORED THE DETERIORATION OP THE TERMS OP 

TRADE BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES, CALLED 
EOR AN "EQUITABLE " SOLUTION OP THE MIDDLE EAST ON THE BASIS 
OP ALL THE U.N. AND ARAB SUMMIT RESOLUTIONS, AND EOR A NATIONAL 
HOME EOR PALESTINIANS. IT CALLED EOR AERICA TO BECOME THE 
CONTINENT OP DIALOG, PEACE, LIBERTY, PRESPERITY AND PRATERNITY. 

7. COMMENT: THE VISIT MET THE MINIMUM STANDARDS OF AFRICAN 
HOSPITALITY, BUT EVOKED NO GREAT ENTHUSIASM AMONG THE IVORIANS. 

8. PRESIDENT HOUPHOUET TOOK THE LEAST POSSIBLE PART IN THE 
"THREE-DAY" VISIT, WHICH ACUTALLY LASTED LESS THAT 48 HOURS. 

HE MET SIYAD BARRE ON ARRIVAL, GAVE HIM A STATE DINNER THE 
PIRST DAY AND HAD A PRIVATE MEETING WITH HIM EOR AN HOUR THE 
SECOND DAY, AND SAW HIM OFP AT THE AIRPORT. HE DID NOT JOIN 
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THE GENERAL IN RECEIVING THE CHIEPS OP MISSION, NOR IN 
RECEIVING THE TRADITIONAL KEYS TO THE CITY. HE DID NOT 
ACCOMPANY THE GENERAL ON ANY OP HIS VISITS TO IVORIAN PACTORIES, 
PORT, ETC. 

9. IN ADDITION TO HIS RATHER ARCHAIC VOCABULARY, PRESIDENT 
SIYAD BARRE SHOWED NO CHARM OR CHARISMA. HAVING NO COMMON 
LANGUAGE THE TWO CHIEFS OF STATE EXCHANGED A MINIMUM OF 
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SMALL TALK. AT THE STATE DINNER THE ERENCH TOOK OEEENSE 
WHEN THE INTERPRETER USED THE PHRASE "CES GENS-LA" WHEN THE 
GENERAL WAS REEERRING TO THE WESTERN POWERS. WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHAT THE ORIGINAL TEXT WAS BECAUSE ERATERNITE MATIN EDITED 
IT OUT OF THE PUBLISHED TEXT. 

10. THERE WAS ONE UNDIPLOMATIC INCIDENT INVOLVING THE NATIONAL 
CHINESE, VIETNAMESE, KOREAN AND CAMBODIAN CHIEES OE MISSION. 
THE ERANCH AMBASSADOR, AS DEAN OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, 
INVITED ALL THE CHIEFS OF MISSION TO BE PRESENTED TO PRESIDENT 
SIYAD BARRE. SHORTLY BEFORE THE RECEPTION THE CHIEF OF 
PROTOCOL OF THE EOREIGN OEFICE CALLED EACH OE THE EOUR TO 
UN-INVITE THEM. IN DOING SO HE MADE IT CLEAR THAT IT WAS 

THE WISH OF THE VISITOR 'WHO IS EROM THE SOCIALIST GROUP OP 
NATIONS." 

1 1 . ANOTHER FACTOR DETRACTING FROM THE VISIT WAS THE ARRIVAL 
OP THE EOREIGN MINISTERS OP THE ENTENTE DURING THE FIRST DAY 
OF THE VISIT AND THE ARRIVAL OP THREE OP THE PRESIDENTS OP 
THE ENTENTE ON THE LAST DAY OP THE VISIT. 
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